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The Schwartz Report – A note from Principal Schwartz
Important Dates
September 4, 2017 Labor Day No School

Mission Statement
“Louisville Public Schools will meet the
needs of each learner by providing
instruction that results in problem
solving, communication, and technology
skills.”

The 2017-2018 School year is off and running, it is hard to believe we have
completed 3 weeks of school already. We started our Academic Completion
Time or ACT this week. ACT is a designated time for students to work in a
quiet area during Pride Time until 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday and Thursday of
each week. Classroom instructors refer students if the student’s grade is in
failing or near failing status. Parents will be notified between 2:00 p.m. –
2:30 p.m. if their child has been referred. Please remember to let us know if
you have any questions or concerns. I would also encourage you to contact
any of our staff members if you have questions about your student or their
academic status. GO LIONS!!

Reduce Student Stress and Excel in School

Vision statement
“Louisville Public Schools will be a
progressive district that engages a
community of learners in a collaboration
towards excellence in academic, work,
and social areas as productive members
of our global society.”

Board of Education
Cindy Osterloh, President
Kara Habrock, Vice President
John Winkler, Treasurer
Amy Kerans, Secretary
Jon Simon, Board Member
Ashley Christiansen, Board Member

1. Manage Time Wisely: It is important to give yourself plenty of time to
work on your studies if you want to excel.
2. Get Organized: Have a system of organization for note taking,
keeping track of assignments and other important documents.
3. Create a Good Study Environment: Creating a soothing environment
can help reduce stress and help you learn.
4. Know Your Learning Style: It is important that you know whether
you are a visual, kinesthetic, or auditory learning as you can tailor your
study practices around your particular learning style.
5. Practice Visualizations: This can help reduce stress and improve test
performance by imagining yourself achieving your goals.
6. Develop Optimism: It has been proven that optimists are healthier,
less stressed, and more successful.
7. Get Enough Sleep: There is a direct correlation between adequate rest
and academic success.
8. Use Stress Management Techniques: A regular stress management
practice can reduce your overall stress level and help you to be
prepared for whatever comes your way.
9. Learn Study Skills: The more prepared you are, the less stressed you
will be.

New Faces in the Middle School and High School
Mr. Finkey—Middle School/High School Guidance Counselor
Mr. Roth—High School Math
Mr. Simons—District Technology Coordinator
Mr. Vogt—Middle School/High School Math

Online Calendar
Be sure to check the online calendar for schedules and upcoming events.

http://www.eastcentralnebraskaconf.org/public/genie/455/school/5/

Reminders & Important Dates
October 10, 2017 Picture Retake Day

ECNC Leadership Summit
On August 28, 2017 Louisville Students attended in the
third annual ECNC Leadership Summit at Conestoga
High School. Students attended breakout sessions,
participated in group/team building exercises and had
the pleasure of listening to two keynote speakers; Lisa
Utterback (Omaha Public Schools) and Karen
Haase. The following students attended: Caleb Hrabik,
Talon Ball, Jennifer Katz, Clayton Deloske Buck,
Brady Knott, Faye Jacobsen, Meagan Mackling, Jaden
Maxey, Sophie Habrock, Dani Barkhurst, and Jared
Hrabik.

LPS Receives Recycling Recognition
With the help of our students and staff, Louisville
Public Schools was awarded the 2017 Keep Nebraska
Beautiful school recycling award. LPS received the
first place recognition at the Keep Nebraska Beautiful
awards ceremony, in late August. In it's first year, LPS
collected over 14,000 pounds of recyclables along with
just over 3o cubic yards of organics (food waste) for
composting. Thank you to our students, staff, Hillside
Solutions, as well as Linda and Roger Behrns for your
efforts. The award is currently located in the high
school office.

Activities Director Report ~ Mr. Geise
Activities are in high gear. The kids are busy and there
are activities almost every night of the week. We’re
excited for a great fall season!
•

•

•

•

•

Football: The varsity football team will have
their second game of the season vs. Fort
Calhoun on September 1st at 7:00 PM at home.
They had an exciting win vs. North Bend
Central in week 1. Good luck!
Volleyball:
The volleyball team opened
their season with a home dual vs. Auburn.
Their season picks up this week with games at
Brownell-Talbot and Malcolm. Best of luck
girls!
Cross Country: The cross country team has
their first meet on September 1st at J.C.C.
(Tecumseh Country Club). Middle School
runs at 9:00 AM and varsity is set to begin at
9:30 AM. Best of luck to all our runners.
Softball: The Crush softball season is off and
running. They’ve had multiple games and
have put a strong string of wins together. Best
of luck to the Crush!
Middle School: Middle School Football,
Middle School Volleyball and Middle School

•

•

Cross Country are gearing up for their season.
The kids are working hard and are ready to
have fun while representing their school.
Online Calendar: Your best source for
updated calendar information and schedules
can be found at:
o http://www.eastcentralnebraskaconf.or
g/g5bin/client.cgi?G5genie=455&school_i
d=5
1-Act Play:
The 1-Act Play cast and crew
are working hard for their upcoming season.
The Public Performance is Thursday,
November 9th at 7:00 PM in the Elementary
Gym. There will be a fundraiser dinner prior to
the public performance starting at 5:00 PM.
ECNC is Tuesday, November 14th at the Lofte
Theatre.

We appreciate the dedication by our students, parents,
and coaches! Have an outstanding year!

SkillsUSA Information
Parents,
The school year is off to a great start. Thank you for
allowing your students to be a part of a great
organization.
Dues for the 2017 - 2018 school year are $25 for high
school students and $20 for middle school students.
Checks can be made to Louisville SkillsUSA or send
cash.
The first SkillsUSA conference of the year will be
Monday September, 25th in Lincoln, NE. The day will
be spent touring area manufacturing, construction and
medical facilities, as well as working with the state
officers building leadership and team working skills.
The cost to attend is $25, and will cover lunch for your
student. Look for a email with more information once
your student signs up. Parents and students can visit
http://skillsusanebraska.org/ for more information.
Congratulations to Ryan Campbell and Joey Gruber for
being elected as Nebraska SkillsUSA State Officers.
Ryan will serve as the state president and Joey will
serve as the state reporter for the 2017-2018 school
year. Please congratulate them on all their hard work
and efforts when you see them.
Parents stay up to date and follow your students
activities by connecting with the following apps on
your phone and tablets!
Twitter - @mrzweep

Instagram - mrzweep
Facebook - SkillsUSA Louisville Nebraska public group
Remind - High school students and parents - @lpsskills
Middle school students and parents - @lmsskills
For more information about SkillsUSA, go to
www.skillsusa.org

The Great American Eclipse – 2017

On August 21st, 2017 the 8th graders and the high
school Earth Science and Astronomy students took a
field trip to the Johnson County Fairgrounds in
Tecumseh to watch the first total solar eclipse in
Nebraska since 1954. Tecumseh was within the path
of totality for the eclipse. Buses left school at about
10:45 a.m. and thanks to some creative bus routing by
Mr. White and Mr. Rasby, arrived at the fairgrounds at
about 12:15. Students ate their sack lunches while
catching glimpses of the eclipse through breaks in the
cloud cover.
At about 1:00 p.m. a gap in the clouds opened up and
allowed perfect viewing for the 2-minute period when
the moon completely covered the sun. Students
experienced the darkening of the sky and were able to
view the sun’s corona and the famous Bailey’s Beads
and the Diamond Ring during the eclipse. It was an
excellent experience that is being used to launch
additional classroom learning about the movement of
the Earth and Moon within the solar system. Eclipse
viewing was made possible with solar glasses obtained
through a grant from the NASA Nebraska Space Grant.
The NASA Nebraska Space Grant program provides
funding that supports aerospace education and research
within the state and without their support it is unlikely
the trip would have happened.

Community Connections
The Louisville PTO and Louisville Student
Councils have teamed up with the Louisville Food
Pantry to assist families in our school district. The
Food Pantry will be open on the First and Third
Thursday nights of each month from 6pm to 7pm. The
Food Pantry is located at the Christian Church in
Louisville. (white church south of Copple's).
For those wishing to donate canned goods, diapers,
wipes or monetary donations for the Food Pantry,
donations will be collected from September 5th
through September 20th in the office area of both
the elementary and high school.
Hope's Closet will offer clothing at a free or reduced
rate for families on the free and reduced lunch
program. They will be open during the First Thursday
night of each month from 6pm to 7pm. Please bring

your free or reduced acceptance letter with you when
you visit Hope's Closet.

PTO News
We are off to a great start this year! The PTO board
would like to thank everyone that has turned in
volunteer forms, Box Tops, made donations, and
ordered spirit wear!
Hy-Vee's Cash For Students fundraiser is beginning
Sept. 1, 2017. This has been a fun, competitive
fundraiser for our elementary classrooms, and we're
looking into a competition between Elementary and
MS/HS this year. More information to come on
this. Please send to school and turn into the MS/HS
Office, all Hy-Vee receipts DATED Sept. 1 - Dec. 31,
2017. The PTO will be keeping track of total dollar
amounts; $1.00 will be earned for every $200.00
collected in receipts. Participating Hy-Vee's include
all Omaha locations and the Plattsmouth store as
well. Qualifying receipts include grocery, catering,
pharmacy, fuel, Hy-Vee Starbucks & Caribou, Wine &
Spirits, Market Grille & more!
Also, some
exciting news,
did you know
the City of
Louisville has a
food
pantry? Well,
we do! The
food pantry is
sponsored by
two of our local
churches and
located on Main
Street, next to
Copple's, inside
the Christian
church. The
PTO, along with
all of our
Student
Councils, will be
hosting a food drive to help stock the pantry, starting
Sept. 5th thru Sept. 20th. Please see attached flyer for
requested items. You can drop your items off outside
the elementary and high school offices. Due to the
need of our community, we will be having more food
drives this school year to help accommodate the food
pantry's hours.
A letter on the food pantry's times, days, and more will
be emailed by the first week in September.
Thank you for all your continued support!

The Power of YET ~ Ms. Routley
One three-letter
word (YET) can
change a
statement or
belief from a fixed
mindset to a
growth mindset.
We move from
calling it done to
being determined,
having a sense of
weakness to a
sense of strength;
and from quitting
to questioning (HOW will it work? HOW can I
____?).
"Yet" transforms the meaning of effort and
difficulty. "Before (the power of yet) effort and
difficulty made (students) feel dumb, made them feel
like giving up. But now effort and difficulty-- that's
when their neurons are making new/stronger
connections. That's when they are getting smarter."
Carol Dweck
In your moment or my moment of frustration,
confusion, or resignation, may we consider adding
"yet" to our vocabulary and/or our children's
sentences. May we come to understand and believe
that we don't arrive, but we are to continue growing in
every stage of life.

Middle School Happenings
The middle school is off and running. Mr. Van Meter
took the 8th graders to the path of totality to view the
eclipse on Monday, August 21st in Tecumseh. We
spent last Tuesday and Wednesday MAP testing, and
now we are in full swing. The middle school team is
looking forward to planning interdisciplinary units and
kickoffs for the students this year!

2016-2017 Lead & Seed/Live Wise
Survey Results

Dear Parent/Guardian:
We are a youth lead organization known as the
NEXT Youth Empowerment Movement, a group
comprised of high school students in Louisville
who are working to reduce the underage
drinking rates in our town. This year, our goal
is to further the effect, so we are working on
reducing underage drinking in the rest of the
community. We first conducted a survey in the

school to find out where people are getting
their alcohol – from a friend, older sibling,
parent, store, or bar. Now that we have the
results, our next step is to make parents and
students more aware of the situation.
There are several important statistics that we
were able to take away from our survey. We
found that in the past 30 days 76% of students
at Louisville had not drank alcohol.
Additionally, we were able to compare this data
with data collected by the State of Nebraska
through the SHARPS survey. Statewide, 10th
grade alcohol use is 15.9% and 12th grade use is
29.6%. When we polled the students at
Louisville, we found that 10th graders reported
past 30 day use at 18% and 12th graders
reported at 32%. We can also see from the
survey that boys at our school are at a higher
risk for drinking than girls. We also are able to
see where students are getting their alcohol.
From the data, we found that students are most
frequently getting alcohol from their older
siblings, at home, or at a friend’s home.
The first step to seeing a change with underage
drinking rates is for parents to have
conversations with their kids about alcohol,
and the biggest deterrent for underage drinking
is parental disapproval. We feel that it is
important to also know where minors are
getting alcohol so that the community can also
get involved in reducing our underage drinking
rates. We have also included information from
the “Talk, They Hear You” campaign. If you
want to learn more about how to talk with your
children about underage drinking, you can find
more information at
www.samhsa.gov/underage-drinking.

